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‘of the Church of Scotland. And he makes 
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BEREHEARSAL. 


1, The Fling Poft ftrikes atthe Church of England, through the Sides of the 
"Church of Scotland, And Advances the Popih Arguments againft Both. 
>, And Ruins the Kjrk too, into the Bargain. And all the Reformed Churches 


_ Abroad. 


. An Anfver to the Popifh Arguments, Urg’d by the Flying Poff. 


4» 


: That Eraftiant{m, Sacrilege, or even Idolatry do’s not Un-Church. 
The Church cannot Give up her Reghts. 


6, The Fling Poff defir’d to {peak tothe laft Topick now left him againft the 
Church in Scotland. 





WEDNESDAY, May 20th. 1706. 





(1.) Rehearfal. fhew’d you in my 

I Laft, how the Flying 

Poft has. Endeavour’d 

to UneChurch the Epifcopal Church in Scotland, 
by means of the Afirtory 4. 1 will now 
© on, and Difeover to you the Bottom 
of this Defign. It is, to Cn-Church the 
Church of England too; againft which he 
Levels his Arguments, through the Sides 


we of all the ROMAN Artillery againf 
Both. He Revives their Old  Objeétion, 
That ours is a Parliamentary Religion, and 
that we have no other than a Parlamentary 
Church. And the A of Submiffion in the 
asth of K. Hen. VIII. being, built upon 
the Submifion of the Clergy themfelves in 
Convocation, wherein they gave up all their 
Right to Meet or Convene, or to make any 
Canons or Rules for the Government of the 
Church, without the Royal Licence, operated 
more ftrongly againft them, than can be 
Alledg’d from the Affertory A, which be- 
ing only an A& of Parliament, might be 
Carry’d againft the Vores of all the Bishops 
there, who are byt 14. Befides that the 
Bifuops in Parliament are no proper Reprefex- 
tation of the Church, they fitting there only 
as Barons, and by pure Lay-stuthority. Bui 
the Papifts do not love to objeé& that &% 
of Submiffion againft us, becaufe it was be- 
fore the Beginning of the Keforrarion, and 
they were All Popi(h Bifheps and Clergy 
who made that Snbmiffion, and therefore 
they are Anfwerable for it.. Kut now the 
Flying Poft has help’d them to new Argti- 
ments, and» wou’d Infer, That by the Affcr- 
tory AG the Bifhops in Scotland have Divefted 
themfelves of all. Fower as Bifhops, and own’d 
they had xo. other than a Lay~Authority. 
Which Argument, if it be Good, will ope- 
fat more itrongly againft the Church of 
England. For fhe is ftill kept under the 
Att of Submiffion. Whereas the Scots Bifhops 
and Clergy did ;Refufe the Te/t. that was 
Fram'd co the‘ fame intent as that .4é of 


not (that I know of) been obtain’d from 
the King and State in England. And if Sub- 
mitting to Lay Deprivation dos Un-Church, 
as the Flying-Poft do’s Urge it again the 
Bifhops in Scotlands \t is Eafy to fee how 
that will operat as to England. And let any 
one Judge, whether the moft fpitefull Fefus 
in the World cou’d have offer’d a more 
Stabbing Blew again{t the Church ot England? 
And what the Confeqnence wou'd be, it this 
Deftrin fhou’d Prevail among us ! 

Country-m. This makes Good, A4Zafter, what 
you have often told me, That thefe Diffen- 
ters, while they Rail at Popery, are the ve- 
ry Engines of Popery, and iet up its Princis 
ples and Dofrins among us, and help them 
to Batter the Churh of England. 

If they do it on Purpofe, they are Knavess 
And if they fee it not, they are Fools. And 
it is all one whether I am Ruin’d bya Knave 
or a Fool. 1 muft Guard againft Both. 

(2. ) But, Atafter, you have fhew’d Plainly 
in your Laft, That if this Argument ot theirs 
be Good againft the Church, it overthrows 
the Kirktoo. Are not they Fools then to fet 
it up? 

Rehearf. May be they did not fee it. For 
there is nothing Blinds like Malice. And 
there are fome Men who wou'd Hurt them- 
felves, that they might be Revenge’d upon 
others ! 

Conntry-m. 1 am very Glad, Maffer, that 
you put in that Salvo in your Laft, for the 
Proteftant Churches Abroad. For it fortifies 
your Argument ftrongly againft the Xirk in 
Scotland, and all our Liffenters here. 

Rebearf. But their Argument wou'd Deftroy 
the Proreftant Churches Abroad,as wel) as Them- 
felves Here: For it Eraftiani{m and Lay-De- 
privation do’s UneChurch, as the Flying Poft 
urges it againft the Bifhopsin Scotland ; what 
then will become of moft of the Reformed 
Churches Abroad, efpecially in Holana? 

Conntry-m. Thefe men, if let alone, wou'd 
‘Deftroy the whole Earth, and leave no Go- 
vernment fetrl’d eithet in Charch or State, their 
Principles aliow of None, of no Setslement, but 





Submiffion; And obtain’d fach a Declaration | 
of the Inherent Rights of the Church, as has} 
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one thing to another ? And their A4alice is 
fo Great, that they wou’d Pull down the 
Church, tho they fhou’d be Bury’d in its Ruins ! 


(3-) But, A4efter, fince yowhave fet down 
the drguments off" uf 
Popery, it is fit yor fhou’d fay fomething to 
it, left you be Sufpedted of Popery too. 

Rebearf. i fay Coantry-man, inOppofition 
to thefe Men, that every, Erafianifm do's 
not UneChurch... And that it it did, it wou'd 
be as Fatal to the Charch of Rome as to ts. 
For the Kings and.Princes ot her Communion 
Difpofe ot Sifhops and Churches by vertue of 
their Regale. And the Eraftianifm’ ot the 
Court ot Rome Exceeds that of all] others. 
Whereby the Pope takes upon: him 1o Difpofe 
‘of all tne Bifhops and Churches in the World, 
and of all their Revenues. He, as Supreme 
Treafurer of the Church, has Sold-their Patri. 
mony the Tithes to Lay-Princes and others: In- 
fomuch that I have been told by Roman. 
Cathelicks that have liv’d long at Rome, there 
isnot one bit of Tishe in all /raly now left 
for the Clemgy. And in England there is no 
Tithe that is Impropriated to Lay-Aicn, but 
what was firft taken from the Secular Clergy, 
by the Pope, and <Appropriated to his ie 
Guard of Regulars, theit. Monaferies and Re- 
ligiows Hfoufes. So, that they can ill Obje& 
Sacrilege or Eraftianifas to us. 


(4-) Thefe things make Great Jproads up- 
on the Charch, but do not Un-Church or Un- 
Prieft.. No, not ddolatry it felf. Into which 
Aaron fell, yet was Aigh-Prief ftill. The 
whole. Nation of the Fews, both Pricfs, Pring 
ces, and People fell often into Idolatry, Yer 
were the only /s/ible Church then upon Earth, 
and .Ged’s Pecubiar People, becaufe with them 
were the Covenant and the Promifes, And 
tho’ they often Broke this Covenant, yet God 
did not utterly Forfake them. Yea, whent 
had made them a Molten Calf, and faid, This 
ts thy God that brought thee up out of Egypt, 
and bad wrought great Provocations , yet Thon 
in Thy. manifold Mercies, forfookeft thems not 
én the Wildernefs; the Pillar of the Cloud De- 
parted. not from them by Day, to Lead them in 
the way, neither the Pilar of Fire by Night, to 
faew them Light, andthe way wherein they fhow'd 
go. Thou gaveft alfo thy good. Spirit, to Inftrutt 
them: and with-heldeft not thy Manna from their 
Mouth, and gaveft them Water for their 
Thirft. Yea forty years didft thon [uftain them 
in the Wildernefs, jo that they lacked Nothing, 
their Cloaths waxed not Old, and their Feet fwel» 
led not. Morcever thon gaveft them Kingdoms 
and Nations, &c. Neh. ix.18, &c. 

So that the Influence.of the £oly Spirit of 
God, and even MIRACULOUS  Suftenance 
and Prefervatin may go.along with His 
Church, even when fhe Labours under Great 
Errors and Corruptiens, as of Eraftiani{m, Sa- 
crilege, and Idelatry ix felt. : 

Wil.« Aan Rob GOD? fays God by his Pro- 
pher, Adal. iii: 8. Tet ye have. Robbed: Me. 
But: ye fay, wherein have me, Robbed THEE? 
dn: Tithes and Offerings. Ye are, Curfed wich « | 
Corfe, even shis whele Naien. Here the Whpls | 
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Nation was lnvolv’d. Yet they were * 
i the Holy Nation. and Peculiar Pe 


‘a Curfed Nation, that is, Lyable to the 
bs God, for their Breach of h 
Bot they were the Holy Nation fill, 
Of the Covenant. © ~ 

A man may be Sick, and 







like the AZoon, her Waxing and her We 
her Light and her Darknefi. Yet it iy 
fame Moon ftill: 

The Church may be Over-Run with Err, 
as a Garden with: Weeds. But it is the Gp. 
den ftill, and may be Cleanfed by faishiy 
Labourers. Bhs. 


( 3.) The Church may Sinfully give w 
ren and foffer her Righes Tae Tre 
Stolen from her. But fhe cannot Give then 
up. And: the Grant is Void, if the dig 
Fhey are a ruff Committed to her 
Chiff, And no Truft can be Transter4 
She ‘is ftill Acconntable for the Difcharge x 
that Trx/?, And cannot Diveft her felf of 
it, nor give it unto Lay hands. 

I have faid thus much, to give thefe nie 
fome Notsons, who have no Notion at alt ¢ 
a Church ; And to let them fee, That 
the Scots Bifhops and Clergy had fammited 
to that Te impos’d upon ‘them, purfeay 
to the Affirtery AG, without that 
which they Obtain’d, to Secure the Jnher, 
Rights of the Church; if they had done shy 
as fully and Abfolutely, as the Fopith Bifliy 
and Clergy did, in pape: to K. Hip 
ry vili, Giving up all their Power to ‘Akg 
or Confuit,t hough upon the moft urgent Neve: 
Jities of the Church, without the Royal Licenti: 
Yet that this wou’d not have Exauttoraa 
the Scots Bifhops, or turn’d them into Mee 
Lay-Men, and to have no other’ than a L 
Authority, as the Flying Poff wou'd lofer from 
the Swppofition of their having doné fo. 

But the Matter of Fa having been Prové 
to be Quite otherwife, will leave him I fop 
pofe without any Reply, 


(6.) And then his next Topick againh 
the Scots Bifhops and Clergy muft be, How fit 
an Aé& of Parliament can Alter the Natur 
of Schifm in the Church; and make that to 
be Schifm, which was None before, and chat 
to be no Schifm now, which was Schifm be 
fore. Upon which 1 wov'd be glad to have. 
his Thoughts. " 44 


Laft Rehearfal, pag. 2. Col, 2. 1. 35: r. Clodins 
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A Warning for the° Church of 
England. ‘ \ 
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God’s Covenant was with them. T. were. 
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may Recover, , 
Liprous-Manis a Man. The Church has Spa, 
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